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The Des Moines Catholic Worker 
Community joyfully asked our Lord's 
blessing on its third house, Corrie 
Ten Boom House, on October. 27, 1985. 
The opening of Corrie House initi- 
ates a new chapter in the life of a 
commmity that celebrates its tenth 
year in 1986, While the costs of 
bringing Corrie House to birth did 
not even compare with the cost of 
lazarus House, we used nearly every 
dollar we had to open Corrie House 
before the winter closed in,- 

Then, in the last week of Novem- 
ber, the water line coming off the 
main and leading to. Ligutti Peace 
and Justice Center and Kindred 
House Soup Kitchen broke, We are 
responsible for these repairs since 


the line is off the Water Works 
main, In addition, the Water Works 


will not allow us to repair the line 
as it presently exists, the Kindred 
House Soup Kitchen and Ligutti House 
are on the same line off the main, 
but is requiring each house’ to be 
separately connected to the main. 
This almost doubles our cost, ini- 
tially estimated at $4,000. Asa 
result, even with a very generous 
plumber offering to do the work at 
half-price, our bill will still be 
in the neighborhood of $4,000. 
Murphy's law must apply to Catholic 
Worker Houses too. 

Well, winter is here now and our 
coffer is empty! We estimate our 
gas bills to be in the neighborhood 
of $700 per month, even though we 
have plastic--either inside or out-- 
on all our north and west windows. 
The folks from Rédeemer Lutheran 


. 


lazarus House in plastic. Carmen, 
Cindy and Donna worked to insulate 
Ligutti House. We did Corrie House 
from the inside with our guests 
there doing a good bit. The gas 
bills are our major expense during 
the winter months. Like all of you 
we struggle with rate increases and 
struggle to get by. 

Our other major expense this 
Christmas season will be to replace 
our 1969 Ford truck. We've proba- 
bly suffered with the old thing too 
long already but our bank account 
| cannot stand the strain of the ever- 
increasing repair bills and its 
lousy gas-mileage any longer. It 
would be nice if a truck was a lux- 
| ury we could Live without, but a 
truck is a necessity for picking up 
food, furniture and: other items that 
we simply must have to serve our 
guests. This is your chance to give 
a very necessary gift to the Catho- 
lic Worker. Please be generous. 

Big Thank Yous to everyone who 


brought blankets, towels and bedding 


for both Corrie House and Lazarus 
House. We are still in-need of blan- 
kets, however, because many come to 
our door in need of these expensive 
items. Often they come because they 
have no heat in their homes and 
their blankets are used constantly. 
Thank you every one who remember- 
ed us with food. We have done very 
well in the last few months with ail 
sorts of left-overs from church din- 


Please do not forget the poor on 
these occasions. We also thank 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Faith 
| Lutheran Church, Redeemer Lutheran 


Church came one Saturday and wrapped ~ 


a 


ners, weddings, funerals and-the-like, 


Pipes Broke ~ 


Catholic Workers 


Unclean 


Church, Bill and Lynn Howard, and 
the Humility of Mary Commmity, who 
have provided us with great meals. 
We remember all of you in our 
prayers. 

While our needs for food have 
been met, we ask you to remember 
those who: continue to come to our 
door, Canned goods and pasta are 
always in demand. Their needs are 
just not being met through the pre- 
sent food: pantries. We are no long- 
er recipients of pie D.M.A.R.C. 
food pantry. 

Personal tofletries are also in 
great demand, We received several 
dozen toothbrushes after our last 
appeal and we cannot thank our bene- 


factor enough, but shampoo, bar soap, 


laundry detergent, tampons, sanitary 
napkins, deoderant and toothpaste 
are in short supply. 

In October, we closed for ten 
days to do major repairs and clean- 
ing, as a result we used up our 
stock of cleaning supplies. Amonia, 
bleach, Sani-flush and Comet and 
many others are necessary to keep 
our busy houses clean, Trash bags 
are treasures at the Catholic Work- 
er, especially the very sturdy 30- 
gallon variety. 

“We have many guests and neighbors 


with small children who need baby form- 


ula, including the milk substitute 
varieties. We heartily applaud the 
diaconate formation group who re- 
sponded generously to our appeal 

for disposable diapers. In a neigh- 
borhood where the closest laundro- 
mat is at least seventeen blocks 
away, disposable diapers are no 


luxury. 


Jim periodically has to go through 
withdrawl when we run out of COFFEE, 
He appreciated your response to his 
need for tools and has now squirrel- 
ed away a sizeable collection, but 
without his eae Jim cannot even 
use the tools you’ ve. {80 generously 
given. 

Our biggest need this Christmas 
4s PRAYERS and MONEY, in that order, 
Money for the water line. Money for 
the heat bills. Money for a truck. 
And prayers .°. . We need prayers. 
Prayers for strength and comfort 
and perseverance. Prayers for our 
guests. Prayers for ourselves. 


_ Peace to All, 
The D.M. Catholic 
Worker Commmity 


NEEDS AT A GIANCE 


Prayers 

Money 

Blankets 

Towéls 

Canned Goods 
Pasta - 
Shampoo 

Bar soap 

laumdry detergent 
Tampons 

Sanitary napkins 
Deoderant 
Toothpaste 
Amonia 

Bleach e 
Sani-flush 

Comet 

Trash bags 

Baby formula 
Coffee 

Snow shovels 


Catholic Workers, top, left to right, 
Cindy Blake, Norman Searah, Carmen Trotta, 


Kari Fischer, Jim 


on. Bottom, 


left to right, Judith Reeh, Patti McKee, 


Wendy Bobbitt, Donna Henderson. 


Not 


shown, Luke Bobbit, Wendy's two-year 


old son. 


Cleanliness is 
next to Godliness ~ 


Catholic Workers 
unGodly 
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Unnouncements 


Peace ¢ Justice ; 
Center Open "Pat MeKee 


The last two years the library was ference. He later became the Holy 
the Living room for two families See to the Food and Agricultural 
we had stay with us in Ligutti House. Organization of the United Nations, 
For this reason and the Lack of He was involved in organizing C.A.R.E, 
organization the library has not been (Cooperative for American Relief 
open to the public, Everywhere). 

Since the two families left in By having our library we hope 
August I have been reorganizing the that we in some way will continue 
library and our files, The work is to strive to fulfill his drean, 
not yet complete, but the library is We have a variety of books 
ready for public use again, I plan under the following topics: 
to have all the reorganizing work Religion and Philosophy 
done by the first of January. At Prisons 
this point the library is open Biographies 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mon.Sat. and Nonviolence and Pacifism Worker. 
1 p.m.-6p.m. Sundays. In the future Poverty 
I hope to have the library open American Political Movements 
2-3 nights a week. At this point World Political Movements 
it isnot possible, The library is Energy and Environment 
located at 1301 8th St. History 

For a bit of history, The library Political and Economic Thought 
was named after Monsignor Luigi Militarism and Results of War 
Ligutti, who served as a parish Women and Minorities. 
priest in Granger, JA. from 1927-1940, In addition to the books we 
While he was there he started the have files of materials on the 
Granger Homestead Project which following topics: 
helped 50 farming and mining families Nuclear Arms Race 
survive the depression. To start Arms control 
an the project he borrowed money from Central America 
| the Farmers Home Administration. Liberation Theology 

The board of directors od the project South Africa 
was composed of Masons, Protestants Nonviolence and the Christian 
and Catholics, which was unheard of Church Karl Smith 01268-052 


| at that time. Raymond Miller-the Paul Maeno 03829-018 


Mass is celebrated every Friday 
night at 7:3Q except for Friday, 
December 27th. Come and join 

us in our celebration, it's a 
great way to visit the Catholic 
Please stop by and visit! 


Homelessness ; 
‘Women's issues and Abortion 


author of Monsignor Ligutti: The Allenwood Federal Prison 
Grassroot Activism and Anarchism 


Pope's Country Agent, says of Ligutti, Box 1000 : 
"He was one of the few who saw that Montgomery, PA 17752 
the world's problems in a very large 
part are associated with the soil, 
because the great masses of the 
earth's citizens live daily communion 
and dependence upon the soil and 

its products."..."He believed that 
the greatest defense against this 
materialism was a forward-going 
Christianity dedicated to helping 

men enjoy their time on earth, 
participating in it's betterment at 
the same time that they were prepar- 
ing their souls for etemity.” p. 5 


He lived out these beliefs by 
his work. He helped develop the 
National Catholic Rural Life Con- 


af Plourshaus 
— Support 


We also receive about 150 news- 
letters and magazines from different 
peace and justice groups and other 
special interest groups. The 
library has the newsletters from 
most of the Catholic Worker Houses Fr, Paul Kabat 03229-045 
around the United States and FCI 
Australia. These newsletters and Box 1000 
Magazines are helpful in keeping Sandstone, MN 55072 
on top of issues in other parts of 
the U.S. and the world. We receive 
catalogues from Alternative press 
source, which carry books you canno 
find elsewhere. 

Please come and use these re- 
sources here that cannot be found 
elsewhere in Des Moines. 


Tim Lietzke 03838-018 
Petersburg FCI 
Petersburg, VA 23804 


Fr. Carl Kabat 03230-045 
FCI 

Box 1000 

Milan, MI 48160 


Jean Holladay 
ACI Women's Division 


JA Building Schefler Lane 
Cranston, RI 02920 


Vern Rossman 01266-052 
Jim Perkins 03825-018 
Todd Kaplan 03828-0418 
Danbury Prison Camp, 
Pembroke Station 
Danbury, CT 06810 


for information on various actions 
write to: 


Plowshares Support 


We are pleased to announce 
that Gary Eklund is now out of 
prison!!! His visit to our house 
was appreciated.greatly and his 
witness will remain in our minds. 
Also, from our neighboring Kindred 
Community, Rich Miller, was sentenced 
to 4 years for his action at 
Pantex. Let us remind you that he 
tore up 39 feet of railroad track 
over an eight hour period, on 
land that was supposed to be 
"secure, His witness, too, is 
greatly appreciated. His address 
will be listed with others on 
this page. We urge you to write 
and support these individuals that 
are in prison because they took 


action according to their conscience. 


Box 3291 Wayland Square 
Providence, RI 02906 
ask for their "Plowshares Actions 


1980-198 a 


ADDRESSES OF PLOWSHARES PRISONERS 


Rich Miller (4 yrs.) 
c/o 1337 6th Ave, 
Des Moines, IA. 50314 


Liz McAlister 01263-052 
Anne Montgomery 03827-018 
Helen Woodson 03231-045 ~ 
Alderson Women’s Prison . 
Box A - * a) 0 
Alderson WV. 24910. . 


Martin Holladay 03313-045 
Danbury FCI 


Danbury, CT 06810 


tarry Cloud Morgan 03232- 
er 3232-045 


Box 33 
Terre Haute, IN 47807 


Greg Boertje, George Vesse and 
Se (awaitng trial) 
¢/o Trident II Pruning Hooks 

Box 3291 Wayland Square 


Providence, RI 02906 


Bill Boston, Frank Pano oulos, 


Leo Schiff, John Pendleton 
ACT, Box 829 


Cransbon, RI 02920 


Via Facts 


The Via Pacis, translated: 
The way of and to peace, shalon, 
wholeness. How appropriate a 
name for a Catholic Worker newspaper. 
With utter simplicity it entirely 
encapsules what the Catholic 
Worker is about. And this, we 
feel, is of great moment and 
importance to our readers, our 
church, and indeed, the world. 
Arrogance? I think not. Rather, 
a certain confidence of having 
stumbled upon the truth. And the 
truth, in its praxis, aspirations 
and expectations, is modest. Thus, 
with a degree of apprehension, 1 
hope to present a wholistic view 
of the Catholic Worker. 

Historically, the Catholic Worker 
-has incurred the wrath of a soc- 
jiety that has largely failed to 
understnad it. It has been tri- 
vialized by some as a "band-aid" 
and feared by others as a, band of 
"radical revolutionaries." We 
accept both designations, but we 
are to be neither feared nor 
trivialized. Most often our po- 
litical posture is assailed, even 
by those who support our work with 
the poor. However, what needs 
to be understood, is that our 
politics are a necessary extention 
to our work with the poor. Regret- 
tably, even within the movement, 
political fissures have occurred. 
An important case in point: When 
Dorothy Day maintained our pacifist 
stand through World War II, roughly 
two-thirds of the Worker houses 
folded, so, time for some clari- 
fication of thought, and back to 
where we began, the Via Pacis... 


The way to peace. Peace here, 
must not be understood simply as 
political peace-unwar. For peace 
without justice is barren and brutal, 
And that we, as Americans, are 
complicit with the maintenance of 
a world without justice, perhaps 
even the chief dispensers of injust- 
ice, is quite clear. One statistic, 
cold and hollow as it might be need 
suffice: In a world where literally 
millions die each year of starva- 
tion we Americans, 6% of the world's 
population, consume over 70% of the 
world's consumable resources an- 
nually. No, in suth times, a state 
of simple wmwar is not acceptable. 
To quote Ghandi, "I would run the 
risk of violence a thousand times, . 
rather than permit the emasculation 
of a people." . 

Further, the peace we speak of 
is not to be confused with what is 
commonly known as “peace of mind." 
That is something for a spiritually 
dead culture, the product of drug 
czars and psychological gurus-the 
numb stupor of the middie class, 
Instead we speak of peace in its 
biblical sense, as shalom-wholeness, 
a right relationship with God and 
humanity, which brings "life in all 
its fullness." 

This wholeness, this right-rela- 
tionship, is of essence, so allow 

‘a brief treatise on Catholic Worker 
spirituality. As we understand it 
each person is filled with the 
divine “ruach"-spirit, breath. 

This is the burning flame of life 
within us, What is necessary is 


that we recognize this essential 
unity of humankind, By 

loving one another webring together 
the flames of our souls. The 

two naturally form a wmity, bwmn 


as one flame. And this is a great 
joy, "life in all its fullness." 
This is to do Gods will. It's end, 
the final consummation of human 
history, is the fusion of the cor- 
porate flame of humanity with the 
eternal, divine flame. 

Jesus, when questioned as to 
which of Gods commandments is 
greatest, gave the typical Jewish 
response, " To love God with all 
one's heart, soul and mind." 
However, immediately after this, 
without being asked, as if to be 
redundant, synonymous-to make clear 
the necessary correlate of this 
He says-"The seconed is this: love 
your neighbor as yourself." No 
mean phrase, seeing as for Jesus the 
term neighbor was to be applied to 
all of humanity. Friends, strangers, 
sinners and enemies to be included. 
No mean saying at all. It is not to 
be trivialized, Dorothy Day fully 
understood this. This she oft 
repeated that love was a "harsh and 
dreadful thing." Harsh and dread- 
ful because it meant confronting 
injustice at every turn. Love admits 
of no compromise, no complicity 
with the social forces mechanisms 
and myths that perpetuate injustice,, 
no complicity with the forces that 
maintain the division between the 
flames. 

"To love one's neighbor,” not to 
be trivialized indeed, because love 
means forgiveness. Love of enemies. 
How harsh} But, as Dorothy knew, 
how beautiful, Recognizing the 
corforate nature of human beings, 
Christ accepts solidarity in the 
guilt of His crucifixion, Jews 
need accept solidarity in the guilt 
of Nazism, Catholic Workers the 
guilt of capitalistic oppression, 

El Salvadorans, the guilt of C.I.A. 
death squads, etc., etc.,...ad 
infinitum, ad nauseum, ad glorium. 


This then is the harsh and 
dreadful way of and to peace. 
The sometimes violent, deep running 
waters of the soul, Admittedly, 
such a spiritual journey is a 
long and slow and extremely person- 
al process. ‘Thus Peter Maurin 
spoke of a "personalist revolution." 
And as each person voluntarily 
seceds from the culture we will begin 
to “create a new society within 
the shell of the old." In politi- 
cal jargon, the secular messianists 
would surely call this “unpragmatic." 
We follow it however, not because 
it is an effective, way but rather 
because it is the only way to true 
peace, 


PEACE, 
Carmen 


A Vigil 


by Kari Fischer 
reprinted from The Guardian 


Despite rain and near freezing 
temperatures, some 250 Midwesteners 
gathered Nov. 9 and 10 in this 
small western Missouri town for the 
first national overnight missile silo 
vigil. The rally, which included 
songs, speeches and a march to White- 
man Air Force Base, also commemorated 
the "Silo Priming Hooks Four," 


who last year attempted to symbolical - 


‘dismantle a missile silo. 

The area surrounding Whiteman is_ 
loaded with missile silos. Nearly 
invisible among the farms, trees and 
sorghum fields are 150 concrete slabs 
surrounded by a chain-link fence, 
Hach slab marks a Minuteman IT 
missile silo. The U.S.'s other 
850 minuteman missile silos are 
located in the remainder of Missouri 
and six other states. 


"The whole weekend was a very good 
consciousness-raising experience," 
said Sam Day, an organizer from Nuke- 
watch, one of the actions sponsors. 
"For many it was the first time 
they had seen a missile silo. You 
could figuratively reach out and 
touch the bomb." Other sponsors 
included the Kansas City Nuclear 
Freeze, the Kansas City Interfaith 
Peace Alliance, and the American 
Friends Service Committee, 

About half the people in. the vigil 
were from Missouri, according to. 

Ray Pell of the Interfaith Peace 
Alliance. Pell said the vigil 
heightened awareness.of the dangers 
of the missiles among Missourians. 
He said media coverage had been 
"outstanding" and that vigilers had 
been offered soup from farmers and 
hot chocolate and coffee from off- 
duty military personnel. Local 
Amish farmers invited the visitors 
into their homes, 


"I think that one of the things 
that the silo vigil has done is to 
put these missiles into existence 
in the minds of the people in 
Missouri,” said Tom Cordaro, editor 
of the Midwest Resistance Network 
Newsletter in Omaha. "The peace 
commmity in Missouri has taken a 
step beyond newsletters and seminars 


and have begun to move into 
direct action." 


° 


Shelter Concerns 


by Wendy Bobbitt 


oo 


It looks like about a foot 
of snow outside and Kindred 
House, where I live, is full up. 
The homeless men who stay 
at the 6th Ave. shelter are all 
downstairs and probably will be 
all day. The night shelter, 
the only free one in Des Moines, 
is full-up too these days, and 
has been for the last few nights. 

Since April, when the free 
shelter at Trinity United Metho- 
dist church closed down, the 
yard between Kindred and Ligutti 
house, and Kindred House porch 
and the lot across the street, 
and Kindred's van have been 
home to many of the men who stayed 
in the free shelter last winter. 
Throughout the summer and fall, 
and well into the cold weather, 

I would pass by them at night 
coming in from my shift at the 
Worker, picking my way through the 
press of sleeping bodies on the 
porch. 

It is a funny thing how when 
you have other things on your mind 
you can overlook what you would 
never admit to yourself. you 
could possibly overlook, what is 
staring you in the face, what 
beats you over the head with it’s 
urgency. ‘So, throughout the fall 
I didn't do anything about trying 


to find men's shelter space telling 


myself the Men's Shelter Committee 


would turn something up even though 
the report at every coalition meeting 


was the same: no space, no pros- 


pects. So, now as I watch the sheets 


of snow blow across my window I am 
making a piea for more shelter 
space for men. 

- The fact of the men's shelter 
situation is that last year in 
February there were twice as many 


people staying at Trinity as there 


were in November, and that now, 
at the end of November there's 


no space left. Bethel Mission had 


only 8 beds open last night. 
Kindred had none. 
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Also a fact is that the estab- 
lished missions in Des Moines charge 
for staying there and that even 
if someone is carried for awhile 
without paying, he runs up a bill. 
When Kindred first opened a 
number of guests were men who had 
been put out of Bethel Mission for 
pack bills. Among them was an 
old man who had a heart attack and 
died there early one morning. 

I will tell you who stays at 
Kindred: Young men with no work 


whose little money comes from selling 


their blood; mentally ill people 

to whom Kindred is and has been home 
and family; alcoholics and sick 
people; old guys who sit up at night 
and read or watch TV, 

last month I went home after 
6 months, to the shelter where I 
used to work in Washington DC, 

It felt like everyone I talked to 
was telling me about someone I knew 
who had died--an old guy who was 
buried the morning I got there who 
went on a drunk and died of a heart 
attack, an explosive violent guy 
who had his head blown off, a young 
alcoholic who was sick for a long 
time and died of double pneumonia 
in the ambulance, an old man who 
lived in the park who fell out of 
his wheelchair and broke his neck 
and died. 

Life on the streets is hard; it 
takes a toll on the bodies, minds 
and souls of anyone who has to live 
it. It's not just freezing temp- 
eratures that kill ahomeless person, 
and their deaths may never be 
acknowledged for what they are: 
the miserable, unnecessary end to 
a miserable existence. Their 
deaths may not even be recognized 
as the direct result of the condi- 
tions they live in. 


So I find myself all the time 
these days getting irritated: ir- 
ritated that people are being greedy 
or lazy or free-loading. It's a | 
sign to me that 1 am spending too 
much time on committees and not 
enough time with the people, because 
when you know you're going to get 
a full nights sleep and you can't 
get something to eat when you want 
it, when you know it so well you 
forget it's a blessing and a luxury, 
you don't even think about it, then 
you can't recognize other people's 
struggle to survive for what it is 
and you call it all those other 
names. So my prayer is, first, 
for more shelter space, and more 
importantly, that our hearts and 
our minds may be opened. 


R eflections from | 


the Living Room 


It's Thanksgiving Day at the 
Catholic Worker. Our doors swing 
open often with folks bringing food 
for or receiving food from our pantry. 
Today our pantry is nearly full, a 
rarity which only occurs around 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. No less 
than twenty-five families have 
come for food today. . Turkeys, made 
out of lunch sacks and construction 
paper by some youngsters from All 
Saint’s school, fly from the blades 
of our circulating fan as if they 
too were celebrating this day of 
thanks. Two of the older children, 
Alfie and Michael, help cook dinner, 
keeping us all entertained while 
doing so. a 

Only one bed is empty. One family, 
two adults and two children, share 
our pull-out couch. lowa Power 
has become the modern day Herod, 
demanding payment rather than census, 
Electric and gas bills hamt all 
put a few of ow guests, which is a 
new twist: to.our hospitality, Al- 
though man succeeded in paying their 
month's rent, either they or their 
landlord were “shut-off" before the 
November 1st. moratorium. Some of 
our guests had lived for weeks in 
unheated apartments or houses before 
seeking refuge with us. Unfortun- 
ately, their only hope is to find 
an affordable apartment with utilities 
paid, a very difficult thing to 
find these days. 

Christmas is the season, more than 
any other when the pains of invol- 
untary poverty are the sharpest. 
cold strikes deep into limbs and 
bodies already suffering from want. 


The 


The Sunday’ paper's advertisements 


only serve to drive the pain deeper 
and deeper into the spirits of those 
who lack life's basic necessities, 
Sometimes I wonder if our voluntary 
poverty doesn't appear to our guests 
to be some sort of a cruel, absurd 
joke on their situation. 


But there is joy at the Catholic 
Worker during the Christmas season 
too, A tree comes and is decorated. 
The house is adorned in holiday 
attire, donated by school children 
and churches. Children receive boots, 
coats and mittens which transfer 
the outdoors from a place dreaded 
and feared to a place of play and 
cheer. Snow figures are made. 

Boxes become sleds. Trays become 
tiny toboggans. 

Christmas,..,only a season to most. 
A season to give thanks for all 
that we have been "given." A season 
that justifies a lifestyle which 
clebrates only in voracious abum- 
dance. A season to give thanks for 
the fact that we "have" more than 
what is needed, And the fact that 
we “have" is only relevant upon 
our reflection that others do not 
have, so we thank God we're not 
like them, that is those that don't 
have. Would it not be more appro- 
priate to say, the Christmas sea- 
son is a season to give thanks for 
all that has been "taken." Taken 
from the children, the elderly, 
the homeless, the unemployed, the 
hmegry, the entire Third World, 
the cold, the lonely, the imprisoned. 
Thank God, we're not like them, 

Christmas...only a season to nost. 
But to us .-what does it hold for 
me and you? Jesus born among us... 


two-thousand years ago...today. : 
Jesus born among us. Not bom poor, 
but born at a poor time, Jesus 
bom: human and hungry. Every 
child born; human and hungry. 
Jesus ...hope for humankind. 
Every child...hope for humankind. 
Jesus, “the child's name shall 
be Jesus." An infant, so small 
and helpless, yet the hope for all 
humankind, Any infant, so small and 
helpless, often the hope of many 
adults, Like all children, Jesus 
born into a sinful world. A world 
in which Christians justify our 
abundance by the idea that we 
“earmed it," we "deserve it." 
Thoughts of grace and gift are not 
a part of the secular vocabulary 
which we impose of our faith. God 
is not perceived as creator and 
giver. We created this abundant 
wealth. Somehow carefully concealed 
by language of thanks, we must 
recognize that, underneath the guise, 
we think we stole this abimdance 
from a miserly, exploitive, God 
who only begrudgingly gives to crea- 
tion. This taking from involves 
considerable risk and effort; 
therefore, we somehow “earned” all 
that surrounds us. Merton, in his 
book, The New Man, explores this 
human tendency in his first chap- 
ter entitled "Promethean Theology," 
comparing our attitude towards 
gifts freely given by a loving God 
to the attitude of Prometheus when 
he stole fire from the gods. 


As Christians, each Christmas 
season for us must be a season of 
growth, but our abundance is a 
hinderance to true growth. It is 
a time for us to examine ourselves, 
our families, our church. It is 
a time to examine the gifts God 
has bestowed on us, to examine 
our emptiness before God, and to 
examine the ways in which we cele- 
brate our giftedness. Do we view 
ourselves-as our own creator? 

One who has "made" it on our own? 
One who earned it and deserves it, 
all the while judging those who do 
not “have" as somehow undeserving? 
Do we perceive the depths of our 
own poverty before God? Do we 
dwell in the realization that even 
the recognition of poverty and the 
desire to give thanks and praise is 
4tself grace? Do we celebrate our 
gifts by heaping abundance upon 


abundance or by sharing our gifts and 


ourselves? Do we surround ourselves 
with food, drink and like-minded, 
socially acceptable friends? Is our 
church a place in which we celebrate 
in abundance, comforting ourselves 
with empty phrases of thanksgiving, 
and equally empty phrases of penance 


while ignoring the source, depth and 
reason those gifts were given? Jesus 
did not come to comfort us in our 
abundance. Jesus’ words were not 
comforting to the "haves? 

Jesus born human that human beings 
in all their sinfulness should care 
for Him. Every child bor, the 
image of God, that human beings, 
in all their sinfulness should care. 
It is apparently easier for us to 
send money to the starving in Africa 
than it is for us to admit that we 
have the starving in 4merica, too, 

I certainly do not condem our 
response to the starvation in Africa 
but our response in Iowa, in Des 
Moines, and our diccese to injustice 
does not reflect Christ bom among 
us. Indeed, it reflects what I 

have termed "ecclesiastical red- 
lining," the use of parish bound- 
aries to protect us from the pain 

of poverty. For instance, the 
building of dance halls, termed 


- “church halls" by their propo- 


nents, by St. Augustine's, Holy 
Trinity and St. Mary's of Nazareth, 
while 5t. John's, strapped finan- 
cially, attempted to sell its 
convent and Holy Family schools, an 
already consolidated school systen, 
pondered its future directions 
repeatedly. Can this be justified 
“by arguing that the parishoners of 
5t, John's, St. Peter's and Visit- 
ation are simply not committed to 
their church or their school? 
Where does justice lie when we 
consider school budgets, teachers’ 
salaries and equal opportwmity for 
the students of these schools? 
Easier for us to see the injustice 
of others than the injustice that 
is sown in our own hearts. 

Jesus born for a sinful world. 
A world in which our injustice is 
rationalized, our sin is scape- 
goated, Jesus’ birth bespeaks 
responsibility, our responsibility 
for our acts, our failures to act, 
our lives, Our. responsibility to 
care, to care as Mary .nd Joseph 
cared, for all the children of God, 
those homeless and those hungry, those 
cold and those-unclothed, those afraid 
and those alone, those imprisoned and 
those unemployed, those unborn and 
those dying, must be examined in light 
of our emptiness and awe during this 
season in which we celebrate the 
birth of our Savior, 


5 ee Sas 


by Denna Henderson 45 


Disarm ing Christmas 


The spirit of Christmas is above 
all the spirit of peace. It is not 
the spirit of war. It is the spirit 
of joy and meekness, not revenge 
and violence. Gentle holiness and 
good will toward all people is the 
air in which the soul breathes at 
Christmas-time. The decorations, 
the lights, the trees, the musid all 
come from and speak to that uiversal 
human longing for genuine peace 
on earth. 

Yet, the sale of war toys has 
increased 350% since 1982, The top- 
selling toys that seduce children 
into playing homicide. G.I. Joe, 

a grotesque and vicious killer toy, 
the utter opposite of the spirit 

of Christmas is continually 4 
best-seller at Christmas, It is 
reasonable to assume that this year 
one company or another, that could 
care less about the truth, love 

and holiness of this Christmas 
feast day, will try to Ramboize 
Christmas for a quick buck. It is 
also reasonable to assume that they 
will succeed and that Christian 
parents and children will again be 
"had" by the pagan con artist of . 
Hollywood and Madison Avenue. 

What this means is that on Christ- 
mas morning in front of the stable 
of the Prince of Peace, millions 
of little Christian children will 
be living in the murderous, hate- 
filled spirit of enmity that Rambo, 
G.I. Joe, toy machine gms, etc. 
require them to use. To play homi- 


Christmas 


For the past few years I've gotter 
into dressing up, not as Santa Claus, 
but as a Christmas hippie. 4A person 
who is trying to spread some joy, 
some love and some hope, which there 
doesn't seem to be much of for some 
people. 

Each year I get into filling ny 
room with things that I feel people 
could use, I get into trying to 
grab things as they're being sorted 
and put away. Sometimes, I get into 
begging for things like sleeping 
bags and blankets, for people that 
live out near the railroad tracks 
and in abandoned buildings, and 
stocking caps and gloves so people 

‘won't be cold. 

I get into making bathing kits 
which are nothing more than just 
bath soap, shampoo and toothpaste 
samples. 

This year I want to make Christ- 
mas a little better by asking you and 
others for blankets, samples of 
shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
stocking caps,. gloves, toys for 
children (except military toys.), 


games and models (cars, boats, trucks) 


for teenagerz and older people. 


G 


cide one must put on a homicidal 
mind, But the homicidal mind is not 
the mind of Christ. To give a child 
a war toy is to nurture him or her 
into enjoying the subtle but power- 
ful pleasure of the total destruc- 
tion and humiliation of those with 
whom one disagrees. 

War toys are a very important 
teaching tool in the hate-enmity- 
destruction curriculum. They whet 
the appetite for the pleasure of 
destruction. Unfortunately they 
teach nothing of the desolation 
of destruction. « 


I would ask, therefore, that 
Christian parents this Christmas 
refrain from giving their children 
those toys that will motivate the 
little ones to enter into and enjoy 
the dark and vicious world of the 
spirit of homicide. I ask Christian 
parents this Christmas to be honest 
with themselves for the sake of 
their chidlren's spiritual and human 
welfare. John Paul II speaking 
to the young people of the world 
pleaded: "On my knees, I beg you 
to turn away from the paths of vio- 
lence and return to the ways of 
peace, 1 say to you with all the 
love I have for you, with all the 
trust I have in young people, do 
not listen to voices which speak 
that language of hatred, revenge, 
retaliation. Do not follow any 
leaders who train you in the way of 
inflicting death." 


I'm also begging for bottles and 
cans which will help pay for wrapping 
paper, tape and to help for trans- 
porting gifts. 

I'm hoping to deliver Christmas 
gifts to a couple of family farmers 
who I know would feel good knowing 
they are being thought of. 

I'm also trying to raise money 
to buy Christmas gifts for Sheryl 
who is serving a life sentence in 
prison, and who is a good friend 
of mine. J could also use some old 


Christmas decorations. 


Thank-you, 
Norman Searah 


I ask Christian parents not to 
allow themselves to become the un- 
witting accomplices of those of whom 
the Pope warns, I ask those parents 
who would consider JohmPaul's words 
overly stern to reflect on the fact 
that John Paul's Master was at least. 
equally stern with those who would 
lead little ones astray with an edu- 
cation in the spirit of evil: 
"Anyone who welcomes a little one 
like this in my name welcomes me. 
But anyone who is an obstacle to 
bring down one of these little ones 
who have faith in me would be better 
drowned in the depth of the sea 
with a great millstone around his 
neck. Alas for the world that there 
should be obstacles. Obstacles 
indeed there must be, but alas for 
the one who provides them!" (Matt, 

18:5-7) 

Please, Christian parents, give 
your little ones only what Jesus 
would give them on His birthday. 
Please stop the desecration. No 
war toys at Christmas! 


Fr, Emmanuel Charles McCarthy 
NO WAR TOYS : 


238 Harris Ave. 
Needham, MA 02192 


T 


NO WAR i _ 
AT CHRISTMAS 


Bumper stickers will be available soon for 75¢ each. Order from NO WAR TOYS. 23 Harris Av>., Neste, MA. 02197 


Editors Note 


The editor's would like to print 
a note of apology to Norman, In 
the last issue we laid his article 
out wrong and so the introductory 
paragraph was in the middle of 
his article. We apologize Norman. 
Our many thanks to George Stell 
for the beautiful artwork on our 
cover; George is a frequent visitor 
and does hospitality for one of 
the homeless men in. the neighborhood, 
even though he doesn't have much 
himself. George is one of the poor 
who inspires us in our abundance 
to share what has been so graciously 
given to us, 
We also thank Assumption Abbey 
in Ava, Mo. for their generous 
hospitality to Des Moines Catholic 
Workers. Some of the pictures in 


this issue are taken from Assumption 
Abbey's surroundings. 
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ys afahf 7 7-14 b 
"Behold, a virgin will be with child 
and bear a. SON, and she will call 


4a 
His name Tmmanael. 


